Utah State University

DigitalCommons@USU
Educational Policies Committee

Faculty Senate

1-20-2017

Educational Policies Committee Program Proposal, College of
Humanities and Social Sciences, January 20, 2017 – Native
American Studies
Utah State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fs_edpol

Recommended Citation
Utah State University, "Educational Policies Committee Program Proposal, College of Humanities and
Social Sciences, January 20, 2017 – Native American Studies" (2017). Educational Policies Committee.
Paper 489.
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fs_edpol/489

This Program Proposal is brought to you for free and
open access by the Faculty Senate at
DigitalCommons@USU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Educational Policies Committee by an
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For
more information, please contact
digitalcommons@usu.edu.

Utah System of Higher Education
New Academic Program Proposal
Cover/Signature Page . Abbreviated Template
Institution Submitting Request:

Utah State University

Proposed or Current Program Title:

Native American Studies

Sponsoring School, College, or Division:

College of Humanities & Social Sciences

Sponsoring Academic Department(s) or Unit(s):

Sociology, Social Work & Anthropology and History

Classification of Instructional Program

Code1

05.0202

Min/Max Credit Hours Required of Full Program:

15

15

Proposed Beginning Term2:

Fall

2017

Institutional Board of Trustees' Approval Date:

D
D
[8J

D
D
D
D

Certificate of Proficiency

D

January 6, 2017

Entry-level CTE CP

D

Mid-level CP

Certificate of Completion
Minor
Graduate Certificate
K-12 Endorsement Program
NEW Emphasis for Regent-Approved Program
Out of Service Area Delivery Program

Chief Academic Officer (or Designee) Signature:
I, the Chief Academic Officer or Designee, certify that all required institutional approvals have been obtained prior to
submitting this request to the Office of the Commissioner.
Laurens H. Smith

Date: 01/04/17

X I understand that checking this box constitutes my legal signature.

1 For CIP code classifications, please see,,:,,,, . .,,,,�"'"''' 0,·,w·0•'""'''''•"';
i "Proposed Beginning Term" refers lo first lerm afler Regen! approval that sludenls may declare lhis program

Utah System of Higher Education
Program Description • Abbreviated Template
Section I: The Request
Utah State University requests approval to offer the following Minor: Native American Studies effective Fall 2017. This
program was approved by the institutional Board of Trustees on January 6, 2017.

Section II: Program Proposal/Needs Assessment
Program Description/Rationale

Present a brief program description. Describe the institutional procedures used to arrive at a decision to offer the program.
Briefly indicate why such a program should be initiated. State how Iha institution and the USHE benefit by offering the proposed
program. Provide evidence of student interest and demand that supports potential program enrollment.

The department of Sociology, Social Work and Anthropology (SSWA) in collaboration with the department of History
in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences (CHaSS), proposes to create a minor in Native American Studies
to be offered on the Utah State University Campus in Logan and its Regional campuses and centers throughout the
state, including the USU Eastern campuses in Price and Blanding. The minor will require five courses which will
enable students to explore historical and contemporary artistic and cultural production by Natives and develop an
in-depth understanding of current and historical Native American Issues.
Utah and other intermountain states have significant numbers of Native American residents, yet relatively little is
known about those populations outside of rural reservation border communities. Furthermore, what is known is
largely based on lack of information or simple historical stereotypes. University courses focused on Native American
Studies provide much needed knowledge and awareness of historical and current Native American experiences
and issues. These topics include but are not limited to social justice issues of crime, addiction, and poverty rates
related to 19th and 20th Century assimilation policies; environmental justice issues of water security and
environmental contamination due to decades of unregulated resource extraction; and resistance and resilience
movements among tribal communities to revive, maintain, and preserve traditional language and cultural identity.
While a Native American Studies minor is available to students at two other USHE institutions (see below), USU's
minor will be accessible to students throughout state.
Labor Market Demand

Provide local, stale, and/or national labor market data that speak to the need for this program. Occupational demand, wage, and
number of annual openings information may be found at sources such as Utah DWS Occupation Information Data Viewer
ljobs.utah.gov/jsp/wi/utalmislgotoOccinfo.do) and the Occupation Outlook Handbook (www.bls.gov/oco).

There is a demand across virtually all employment sectors for employees with cross-cultural competencies. This need will
increase as the state grows more diverse and economically and socially interconnected inside and beyond its borders.
Graduates who demonstrate cultural awareness and sensitivity are well-positioned to succeed. This is particularly true for
students pursing careers in high-growth/high demand professions such as health care, social services, education, business,
and resource management. The proposed minor offers students a pathway for developing these capacities.

Consistency with Institutional Mission/Impact on Other USHE Institutions

Explain how the program is consistent with the institution's Regents-approved mission, roles, and goals. Institutional mission
and roles may be found al higheredutah.org/policiaslpo/icyr312/. Indicate if the program will be delivered outside of designated
service area; provide justification. Service areas are defined in higheredulah.orglpolicies/policyr315/.

There are several Native American Studies minors offered at USHE institutions (see list below), all of which rely on

